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Col. W. Patrick Lang, a retlred senior officer with U.S. military the Muslim . Long, the first p m k r  to-teach~iblc at 
lntelligance and the U.S.Army Special Forces, says that group the U.S. at West Point, spoke at the Miller 
interest holds a strongar position than personal interest in Center the University of Virginia. 

Middle East expert I warns 
of fragmentation in Iraq 

BY AARON KESSLER fragmented, with no clear 
Daily Progress staff writer 

Col. W. Patrick Lang was clean- Muslims coalesce 
ing one of his guns the morning of scholars or 
Sept. 11, 2001, sitting by his gun sensus 
safe, when he first heard the news. practice. 

"I watched the scene unfold on u ~ o  
television, and then saw the other way of 
plane hit the second tower," Lang 

that: We were under attack." 
said. "There was no doubt after 

Five Years later, 
senior officer with 
intelligence and 
Special Forces, 
tary's top specialists on 
the Middle East, said he 
doesn't think the nation's ,, 
leaders have made much 

Islamic world. 
out. "The idea that you can 

more like people from 
Iowa, it's a little absurd," 

tained that Iraq 
had a history of 
supporting terror- 
ism and posed a 
serious threat to 
the United States. 
R e m o v i n g  
Saddam Hussein, 
they have suggest- 
ed, was a key to 
preventing future 
acts of terror, though they now 
acknowledge that Saddam did not 
possess stockpiles of weapons qf 
mass destruction. 

The U.S. government, Lang said, 
would like to see a revolution in the 
Middle East that gets people think- 
ing in terms of their individual 
interests rather than their group 
interests. But that can be a difficult 
prospect for a culture that holds the 
group in such high regard. 

"So for example you can hold 
elections, but most people are going 
to stay with their group and vote 
that way," he said. 

He said in his opinion Iraq will 
ultimately have to be portioned into 
several different states. 

The rise in Shia power is even 
more noticeable in terms of Iran, 
which Lang said is moving to posi- 
tion itself as the major power in the 
Middle East. 

" "They want to be the big dog, 
there's no doubt," he said. 

Contact Aaron Kessler at (434) 964- 
5476 or akessle~da~lyprogress.com. 


